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their shelter, arising from the ambi- 
guity of terms, and the advocates 
of knowledge and improvement 
would be freed from the difficulty 
of supporting the imperfections, 
which though nut inherent in their 
system, have, through ignorance, 
or worse design, been imputed to 
it. 

The larger the stock of useful know- 
ledge which we possess, or the more 
refiiiedour taste or perception, if we 
are careful to confine ourselves to 
those studies in which the useful 
decidedly preponderate, the more 
truly respectable we shall be in life, 
and we shall most essentially con- 
tribute to our own happiness and 
comfort. ■ The lazy notion of being 
easily pleased with oiirselves and 
our attainments, how much sobver 
it may add to our self-complacency, 
and may gratify an ignioble love of 
ease, or may be countenanced- by 
the example or language of others, 
is destructive of all the higher exer- 
tions of virtue. We should earTy 
learn to disregard all palliatives for 
idleness, and firmly persevere ia 
spite of indolence, a habit difficult 
to be surmounted, in streiiuous exer- 
tions to add to our present stock of 
attainmeats. Without labour and 
perseverance, nothing great or va- 
luable can be obtained. 

K. 
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YouK iasertion of Catharine 
Cappe's ' Observations on Charity- 
schools, indacfg me to request the 
ingsrti«|n of the following remarks 
on th^ incalculable evils which arise 
from apprenticTng young girU for 
their lalwur. The question, ought 
female childrea who have been edu- 
cated in puor-houses suid cbarity- 
spliouU, when Af a suitable age, be , 
tiouad itpp'remices lor a number- of 



years, is of great importance ;* 
and although some of your readers 
may ' not find the subject very 
interesting;, yet 1 trust there are 
many others who will think the 
time spent in reading the following 
remarks will not have been misap- 
plied. 

Cornelia. 
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CAPPE. 

CO deeply is. my mind impressed 
y by the great importance of the 
inquiry respecting apprenticing 
female children, so fully aware, 
that, in the course of it, the painful 
duty will devolve upon me of differ- 
ing in opinion from some of the most: 
benevolent and worthy, that I feel 
an uncommon anxiety, lest I may 
not be able to do it justice ; lest, 
through the inabttity of stating as 
they ought to be stated, the many 
unanswerable objections to the con- 
tinuance of this practice, an oppor- 
tunity may escape, of exciting at- 
tention to the subject, which, if 
once lost, may never occur any 
more, 

• Upon what principle are the lives of 
the uafortuoate childrea preserved, who 
are sent to a poor-house or charity-school, 
if their welfare in their future progress 
through life, is not a highly important 
consideration ? " It had been better for 
thousands of indiyiduah to have perislied 
in their infancy," says Mr. Bernard, iu 
his introductory letter to the 3d volume 
for lettering the condition of the poor, 
" than to have protracted an injurious and 
hateful existence of vice, infamy, and 
wretthedness. It is not 'the number, but 
the ^uelfare, and the moral and religious 
improvement of our feliow.:*ubjects, that 
should be the object of our reseat chei>; it 
is the formation and institution of virtuci's 
and active members of society, adapted by 
early habhs and educaHon to their differ« 
eut' stations of life." 



